
  3 Swan Street   Cooks Hill                                P.O. Box 2251,   
        Dangar 2309 

Off Darby Street via Queen Street                     Phone  49263402 

AUGUST 2017 

Newcastle Spiritualist Church Inc 

 
www.NewcastleSpiritualistChurch.com   Email: admin@newcastlespiritualistchurch.com 

DAY TIME FACILITATOR DESCRIPTION 

MONDAY  
 

7.30 pm– 9.00 pm 
 

 
 

Marcia Parkes 
 
 

 
Meditation/Development 

 

TUESDAY 

 
10.30 am – Noon 

 

 
Carmel & Bill John 

 
Meditation/Healing 

Committee Meeting 
 

Bendy yoga with Jim 

 **7pm** 
 

Jim Geddes 

8th August 
 

     6pm every other Tuesday 

WEDNESDAY 

 
 

11am-2.30pm 
 

 

 
 

Yvonne Warren & Joanne  
 
 

 
 

Meditation/development 
 
 

THURSDAY   Readings  $25 Entry Side door. 8.30am-last booking 11.30am 

FRIDAY 
 

7.30 pm - 9.00 pm 
 

 
Jenny Havebond 

 
Meditation/Development 

SATURDAY  

 
10am-4pm 

 
Coffee Club in Recess 

Val Hood 
 

Psychic Mediumship 
Development Workshop 

         

SUNDAY 

Weekly Services  
 

7pm Service  only   
13th & 27th August 

Various Mediums & Speakers Each Sunday 

Find us on Facebook……..Newcastle Spiritualist Church Inc 



 

Dear friends, 

 Delighted to report our President Carmel was able to attend  Ser-
vice on Sunday, and  was welcomed by all.. So glad Jenny Havebond 
was able to bring her along. 

 We should be all recharged after the Easter break, and now  we 
move into May, with a full programme. So many interesting things 
ahead..  Further classes in development, workshops, and a visit from           
Jason McDonald, after a break of almost 10 years. 

 Coffee Club is settling in, with lively discussion, and opportunity to 
meet members not usually in  our group. Great initiative! 

 Robert Blanch 

 

   
 
 
 

Reminder 

Annual subscription of $10 is now due.  $5 for those with concession card. 

Place your money in envelope, with ALL your details listed on front, and hand it to 
Circle leader, or place in safe. Please pay dues as soon as possible, it makes every-
thing smoother as we plan the AGM.  Membership entitles you to newsletters each 
month and membership of Library.  Ivo is our Librarian, doing a great job . 

Coffee Club days are growing in popularity, and this months subject “Spiritual 
Healing” will interest many. 

 

Greetings all, 

 

 This month has brought the passing of Shirley and Assunta, long time  

members who have each contributed so much over many years. This bring home 
to us the reality of us as Humans, but the eternal Soul lives on. 

 The cooler weather is here with a vengeance, bringing with it the usual  

Winter woes, do keep in touch with those members on their own, or not in good 
health. Let them know you care. 

 Bill John is ill at the moment, so remember him in your prayers, together 
with all of our Members who are battling ill health, and cares. 

 We have started a new Healing Book, to be kept in Church, at the moment it 
is on the organ, a small table is to be organised. 

  

 Warmer weather of Spring is on the way,  

 

  Live each day as we can and enjoy each one 

 

        Charles Freeman 

          

           President. 

        

 

 

 

Our philosophy is based on seven principles  
with liberty of interpretation) 

1.  The Fatherhood of God.  

2. The Brotherhood of Man. 

3. The immortality of the soul and its personal characteristics 

4. The proven facts of communication between departed human spirits and 

mortals 

5.  Personal responsibility. 

6.  Compensation and retribution  hereafter for all good and  evil  deeds done 

here 

7. A path of Eternal Progress open to every human soul who wills to tread it 

by the path of eternal good. 



    
    PROGRAMME FOR AUGUST 2017 
 
DATE    SPEAKERS     CHAIR 
 
6th August 
3pm   Rosie Connor     Marcia Parkes    
7pm   No service tonight     
 
13th August 
3pm   Susanna Steel    Jenny Havebond      
7pm   Kerrie Heffernan    Marcia Parkes 
 
20th August 
3pm   Albert Kohl     Janelle Anderson 
7pm   No Service tonight 
 
27th August  
3pm   Val Hood      Marcia Parkes 
7pm   Val Hood      Charles Freeman 
 
 

 

 

   OUR AGM 15TH OCTOBER 2017  
In all Organizations the AGM has a very important function. It has been 
set up to allow ALL members to decide the present and future of  their 
Organization, and  to nominate and elect those Members we believe will  
further the growth of  our Church, and plan for future. PLEASE take time 
to consider YOUR responsibilities. Nominate the people you wish to stand 
for committee, or consider nominating yourself. Main requirement is to 
elect people who CARE and wish to see Swan Street Church thrive.  

Motions for consideration, regarding changes etc  also to be submitted.  

      NOMINATION FORM  
 
I WISH TO NOMINATE éééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
FOR POSITION OF éééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
I WISH TO SECOND THAT NOMINATIONééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
I ACCEPT NOMINATION FOR POSITION OFééééééééééé....    
 
 
SIGNED   ééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
 
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 9pm 19th September 2017 
Motions to be submitted  by 31st August 2017 



  ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW OVERDUE.   $10   
  please place in envelope with your name and details 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Australia's Spiritualist  Prime Minister 
 

 
Spiritualism is a little-known religion in Australia but it has a strong and vibrant history. Spiritualists 
believe in the continuation of the human soul and in meaningful communication with the Spirit world. 
This is a belief found in many cultures and faiths throughout history. Spiritualists are not psychics, mind 
readers, or fortune tellers. They do not use Ouija boards, make spells, or practice the black arts.  
 
The religion of Spiritualism began in 1848. It soon became very popular in England and America, and 
quickly developed a strong following in Australia. The popularity of Spiritualism began to wane after the 
First World War, but even today there are Spiritualist Churches in every state of Australia.  
 
Australia has an important place in the history of Spiritualism. The world's first Spiritualist organisation, 
the Victorian Spiritualists Union (VSU), was founded in Melbourne in 1870. This is thought to be the 
oldest continuously operating Spiritualist organisation in the world.  
 
In its early days, Spiritualism attracted many high-profile supporters. In 1878 Alfred Deakin became the 
second President of the VSU. "Affable Alfred" was a passionate Spiritualist and a prominent barrister; he 
also served three terms as Prime Minister of Australia.  
 
For a long time, Spiritualism in Australia was seen as a denomination of the Christian Church. On 
August 25th, 1975, a Commonwealth Act of Parliament recognised Spiritualism as a religion in its own 
right. It was proclaimed by the Governor General, Sir John Kerr.  
The Act had been promoted by Mrs Anne McCann, a senior member of the Australian Labor Party and a 
Spiritualist Minister. Mrs McCann had lobbied her state and federal Labor colleagues tirelessly to pass 
the Act. She later became the first Arch-Deacon of the Church of United Spiritualism of Australia.  
 
Spiritualism is now one of the many religions recognised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and is 
included in the Census. It enjoys the same status as other established religions.  
 
Historically Spiritualists were outspoken supporters of many important social reforms, such as the 
campaign for women's rights and the abolition of slavery. In 1856 Spiritualists in America called for 
women to receive equal rights with men; they were at least one hundred years ahead of their time!  

     ééééééééééééééééééé 

We are looking for a home for our Church organ. It has not been used for some time, as we now use 
CDs and we wish to give it away. If you know of a group or family that would use it, please talk to 
Marcia or Charles.  It will be replaced with a small table and our new Healing Book. 

     ééééééééééééééé. 

A priest and a rabbi are in a car crash and it's pretty bad. Both of their cars are totalled but neither one 
of them is hurt. After they crawl out of their cars, the rabbi says, "So you're a priest. That's interesting; 
I'm a rabbi. Wow, just look at our cars! There's nothing left to either one of them but we're unhurt. 
This must be a sign from God that we should meet and be friends and live together in peace." 

The priest replies, "Oh, yes, I agree. It's a miracle that we survived and are here together." "And here's 
another miracle," says the rabbi. "My car is destroyed but this bottle of wine didn't break. Surely God 
wants us to drink the wine to help celebrate our good fortune," he says, handing the bottle to the 
priest. 

The priest nods in agreement, opens the wine, drinks half of it, and hands it back to the rabbi. The 
rabbi takes it and puts the cap back on. 

"Aren't you going to have any? asks the priest. 

"Not right now," says the rabbi. "I think I'm going to wait until after the police make their report." 

 

 



 

 News in Newcastle Herald 25th July 2017 that the Co-op Store is to be demolished and incorporated in the new 
transport Terminal. As Newcastle born and bred, the Store played a big part in my growing up.  

Thought others may like to remember with meé..Alva 

The Newcastle & Suburban Co-operative Society Ltd began in 1898. At its peak it was the biggest and most successful co-

operative venture in the whole southern hemisphere. It was known popularly as The Store, and sold basics such as food, 

clothing, hardware and furniture. The Store also delivered groceries, fruit and vegetables, bread, milk and ice to 

thousands of Newcastle homes. Tokens were produced by The Store to avoid the delivery and order men having to travel 

with a lot of cash. The Newcastle & Suburban Co-operative Society's first bakery was opened in 1908. By 1942, the co-op's 

bakery was the largest in Australia, baking about 62,800 loaves a week. With changing lifestyles and shopping patterns, 

The Store's operations ended in 1981. 

I'm reminiscing now about the forgotten role ordinary horses played pulling carts around our suburban streets from 

Belmont to Cessnock, delivering bread, milk, groceries, fruit and vegetables and even ice, to customers in their homes.  

The most thriving operation of them all would have to be the one once run by the Newcastle Co-operative Store.  Back in 

the 1930s, its stables at Clyde Street, Hamilton North, housed 125 horses. Yet, despite the wide introduction of petrol-

powered vans, the Co-op still had 24 of its entire 150 fleet of work horses raring to go on daily delivery rounds in 

December 1973. 

It's easy to understand why The Store once needed so many horses. In 1937, its Clyde Street bakery, for example, was 

producing 60,000 loaves of bread weekly. It seems hard to imagine in today's machine age that 40-50 years ago the familiar 

"clip-clop" sound of horse-drawn delivery wagons, often bread carts, seemed everywhere. Drivers of the colourful bread 

carts would stand at the back of them, jiggling reins as if steering a Roman chariot and frequently complain of their 

particular horse being flatulent. 

It was a totally different era: milk was delivered to homes before dawn, while every second suburban corner seemed to 

have a small, after-hours convenience store where small bells would tinkle above doorways every time a customer entered. 

Forget all that, though, because younger generations are likely to have never even heard of the original Co-op, or The 

Store, as it was better known. 

It was a Newcastle institution right up until its demise in 1981, after trading for 83 years. My thoughts strayed to The Store 

because its former giant headquarters building in Hunter Street West is now the focus of attention again. Now all but 

empty, recent speculation over the building's likely future has revived the idea of its potential use as a vital part of the 

Wickham transport interchange. 

Incredibly, seven years before its closure The Store had 98,000 members, 1450 employees, 15 retail stores and 11 service 

stations. Former staff said that until the 1960s The Store network had a virtual stranglehold on Newcastle retail trade. 

Twice a year it paid its customers (shareholders) hundreds of thousands of dollars in dividend rebates (the famous 

"divvy") as a reward for buying goods with them. 

Long-term Store employee Jack Gunn once told the Herald five co-operative societies had served the Newcastle area 

around 1900. Three of these (Stockton, Lambton and Charlestown) soon closed, with the Merewether Store amalgamating 

with the Newcastle and Suburban Society. 

This information mostly came from an article by Mike Scanlon on line,  

When next you drive into town take a long look at this part of our history, which will disappear next year, At its zenith, in 

maybe the late 1950s, the Newcastle and Suburban Co-operative Society was claimed to be "the biggest and most 

successful co-operative venture in the southern hemisphere". 

 



 

 

" / Val Hood   

Evidential Medium 

Psychic Mediumship Development Workshop 

 Saturday 26th August 2017  10-4pm 

For Worksop I propose a continuation of teachings previously done. 

Covering all basics  (I feel this is very important as we tend to forget) 

 The difference between Psychis and Medium 

 Strengthening that link to Spirit 

 Opening and closing– why and how 

 The importance of meditation 

 Responsibility 

 Protection 

Construction of an evidential message 

Interpretation  of pictures /signs etc 

Practice of private readings 

Practice of Platform demonstrating. 

I know that  all the above will helps students at any level, beginners to advanced. 

Cost $180           I will be on Platform at both Services  27th August. 

 
NOW THAT I'M OLDER, HERE'S WHAT I'VE DISCOVERED: 
 
 

I STARTED OUT WITH  NOTHING, AND I STILL HAVE MOST OF IT. 
MY WILD OATS ARE MOSTLY ENJOYED WITH PRUNES AND ALL- BRAN. 
 FUNNY, I DON'T REMEMBER BEING ABSENT- MINDED. 
 FUNNY, I DON'T REMEMBER BEING ABSENT- MINDED. 
 IF ALL IS NOT LOST, THEN WHERE THE HECK IS IT? 
 IT WAS A WHOLE LOT EASIER TO GET OLDER THAN IT WAS TO GET WISER. 
 SOME DAYS, YOU'RE THE TOP DOG, SOME DAYS YOU'RE THE HYDRANT. 
 I WISH THE BUCK REALLY DID STOP HERE, I SURE COULD USE A FEW OF THEM 
 KIDS IN THE BACKSEAT CAUSE ACCIDENTS. 
 ACCIDENTS IN THE BACK SEAT CAUSE KIDS. 
 IT IS HARD TO MAKE A COMEBACK WHEN YOU HAVEN'T BEEN ANYWHERE. 
 THE WORLD ONLY BEATS A PATH TO YOUR DOOR WHEN YOU'RE IN THE BATHROOM. 
 IF GOD WANTED ME TO TOUCH MY TOES, HE'D HAVE PUT THEM ON MY KNEES. 
 WHEN I'M FINALLY HOLDING ALL THE RIGHT CARDS, EVERYONE WANTS TO PLAY CHESS. 

        IT IS NOT HARD TO MEET EXPENSES...THEY'RE EVERYWHERE  



 

     MORE  BITS AND PIECES 
 

 COFFEE CLUB report Saturday 15 July, 2017   

 

Hi all,   Another very interesting afternoon with our topic on spirit photography.  Thank 

you Marcia for coming in not feeling 100% and setting up as well as bringing in some 

interesting photos on her computer which showed  various forms of spirit in photos in 

our daily lives, venues, nature and mostly unexplainable. 

  

There was a lot of discussion on energy and whether our own energies, those around us 

or electrical magnetism plays a part in any of the reasons for seeing things in photos or 

pictures.  We are aware that some may be doctored but not normally in our everyday 

photos.  From reincarnation, to how our mind works and many other in-depth reasons 

were discussed.  Questions were asked and I for one came home with a lot of unanswered 

questions plus more.  How much is science and how much is spirit.   In our group we try 

and keep scientific reasoning out of the equation and try to dwell more on a spiritual 

path.   

These afternoons are very rewarding because one always comes away with a little extra 

knowledge and perhaps as I did last Saturday, came home. made another coffee and sat 

and pondered about the whole discussion and experiences.   We are all different and at 

different levels of learning. Perhaps the beautiful energy we live with often brings us 

messages in many forms, perhaps just meant for ourselves, whether it be in photos of 

spirit or in many other objects, places, people or just unexplainable phenomenon. 

Coffee Club will be in recess in August and please check the newsletter regarding the 

date and topic for our next Coffee Club afternoon. 

Until Spring, Krys. 

      êêêêêêêêêêêê... 

Attending funeral Services for two of our long-time members, this week. Both who have 

contributed so much to Swan Street.  Bittersweet occasions, but as Spiritualists we know 

they pass to the next chapter of their eternal life, a new beginning, their journey back 

home. 

How fortunate we are to have such a rich store of memories with Shirley and Assunta, 

both who knew and lived  their beliefs. Remember the happy times we shared with them, 

let's use these happy memories to ease the sadness at their loss. 

 

We have notification from Newcastle Council of a great deal of work to be carried out in 

Swan Street. This work will stretch over many months, involving access to properties, 

road closures, parking, power interruptions and removal of 24 trees in our area. It will be 

a difficult time, as we have lost our parking from Railway Street.  I will post notice on 

board, but no actual dates are given, we will find out about them as they occur. Starting 

date is August. Letõs all try to keep our cool and work it out as best we can 
      …………………………………………... 
 

When you find yourself cocooned in isolation and despair and cannot find your way out 
of the darkness, remember that this is similar to the place where caterpillars go to grow 
their wings  



 

 Church Classifieds 
When a vacancy occurs, you may advertise your product or service on this page for six 
months for a free will  offering of $50. 
Contact Alva on 49284656  or email alvad@bigpond.com.au for availability and details.  

 

 

   

wNature’s Flowers of Life™  
                        Flower Essence Remedies 

                    and Sound Therapy Healing 
 

SOLARA ZWANEVELD 

 

Healing for Body, Mind, Spirit and Soul 
Transforming and Balancing your Daily 

Challenges 
Renewing your Passion & Life Purpose 

 

Phone:  4969 6793 or 0425 217 570 
www.FlowersForHealing.com 

flowers4healing@internode.on.net 

ww.FlowersForHealing.com 

   

 

¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƻƪŜ ǳǇ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴƴȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƘŜ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƎƻƭŦΦ {ƻΦΦΦΦ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

ǿŀǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ 

!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƭŜƊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ 

ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊǘȅ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƘŜ 

ƪƴŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  

{ŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘŜŜΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΗ !ǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǝƳŜΣ {ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊ ƭŜŀƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ  

Ϧ¸ƻǳϥǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚϦ ¢ƘŜ 

[ƻǊŘ ǎƛƎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦbƻΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƴƻǘΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴΣ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ 

ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜΦ L¢ ²!{ ! пор ¸!w5 Ih[9 Lb 

hb9Η {ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ IŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 

ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚϦ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎƳƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ  Ψ²Ƙƻϥǎ ƘŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΚϦ  

A cat dies and goes to heaven.  
God meets him at the gate and says, 'You have been a good cat 
all these years. You can have anything you desire, all you have 
to do is ask.' 
Well,' said the cat, 'I lived all my life on a farm and had to sleep 
on hardwood floors.' 
'Say no more,' says God and instantly a fluffy pillow appears. 
A few days later, six mice are killed in a tragic accident and 
they go to heaven. God meets them at the gate with the same 
offer he made to the cat. 
'All our life,' the mice say, 'we've had to run. Cats, dogs, women 
with brooms have chased us. If we had roller skates, we 
wouldn't have to run any more.' 
God says he can take care of it and, instantly, each mouse is 
fitted with a beautiful pair of tiny roller skates.  
A week later God checks on the cat, which is asleep on its 
pillow. God gently nudges him awake and asks, 'How are you 
doing? Are you happy here?' 
'Never been happier,' says the cat, stretching and yawning. 'And 
those meals on wheels you've been sending over are great.'  

mailto:solara@FlowersForHealing.com

